
REad It Forward 
Creating “readers...life-long readers...a nation of life-long readers.” 

 
 

Rationale:  
Across the nation, schools have been adopting community based reading initiatives in an effort to foster a                 
love of reading and create life-long readers. Programs such as One Book, One School and United We Read                  
have had great success. Read It Forward is a similar initiative, in that it achieves the same goals as One                    
Book initiatives, but has more to offer in the building community aspect. 
 
Read It Forward “is loosely based on the novel, Pay It Forward by Catherine Ryan Hyde. In this novel,                   
the main character devised a plan to show a kindness to three individuals that they could not accomplish                  
on their own. Rather than ask them to pay back the kindness, he told them they needed to pay it forward                     
to three more individuals, who would then pay it forward to three more individuals, and so on. Since                  
one of the greatest kindnesses is sharing a great book, this seemed a natural fit” (Kay xii).  
 
The novel of choice: 
SCHOOLED by Gordon Korman 
Capricorn Anderson has been raised by his hippie grandmother Rain on a farm commune his whole life.                 
He knows nothing of modern technology, and has had little or no social interaction with the outside                 
world. That all changes when his grandmother is seriously injured and has to stay in the hospital. Cap, as                   
he is called, is forced to move in with a guidance counselor and her moody daughter. He is enrolled in the                     
local middle school where school politics rule and weirdness is shunned. Zach, a fellow student, has                
climbed the popularity ladder and sees Cap as an opportunity to become the next legend of Claverage                 
Middle School. As the school’s tradition goes, the oddest nerdiest student is elected eighth grade               
president and always wins. Zach nominates Cap for the job and sees to it that he wins. Innocently, Cap                   
becomes the center of all of his pranks and jokes, but not for long. Cap’s unique non-violent and                  
non-competitive upbringing helps him through it all. Students begin to admire his weirdness when they               
see that it is genuine kindness, with a hippie flare. Capricorn Anderson wins over the student body and                  
helps Rain to see a way to balance the past with the future. 

 
Implementation: 500 copies of the book will be distributed, somewhat randomly, on October 28th. If               
your child receives a copy, they should write their name on the inside cover and pass it on to someone                    
else in the CMS community. This includes teachers, supervisors, custodians, cafeteria workers,            
secretaries, principals and even you! 
 
Programs: Throughout the year, we will have various programs and activities that incorporate a 1960’s               
theme.  
 
 


